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Homestay at the Yotakuii
Virginia Blakemore

For two wonderful weeks in
the summer holidays, | spent at San-
da's Yotakuji owned by Yoshihiro
Watanabe. These two weeks were
filled of learning and helping. [ enjoy-
ed those two weeks so much that I
now return every dainidoyobi (2nd
week of the month).

Everyday starts off at around
7:00. But soji (cleaning) doesn't start
until around 8:30. I always start off
by cleaning my room. I use a cloth
and water to clean the hall. This is
called zokin soji. Once I have finished
my room | help clean the temple,
usually in the main area ready for all
the visitors that will come and see
the temple that day. There is always
so0ji to do and I don’'t mind in helping
as it is often fun and a good learning ABARORKBRETDI—I =7
experience,

At the temple there are all kinds of soji that I do for example cloth
cleaning (zokin). This type of cleaning cleans the floors, like using a mop.
There is sweeping (hoki) both inside and outside. Outside got hot in the
summer but we all survived with the great number of breaks. I also help
with flower arranging and helping prepare meals. After lunch we usually
have an hour rest, we catch up with some sleep.

Now with the new temple which opened on October 23rd there is much
more cleaning to do. In this temple there is a beautiful statue called Kannon-
sama. It was handmade out of wood and painted so beautifully. It is worth
the visit to go and see kannonsama. It is one of the temple’s greatest features.
Kannonsama is 7 metres in length, but its body is 4 metres.

Kannonsama is very important to me. [ saw it being put in, I was
there for the opening and I even wore a kimono. | feel very privileged that
I can see something like the opening of Kannonsama | am no longer a guest
at the temple. I feel part of the temple and as someone said “The Yotakuji
is your second home, isn't it !" I feel I belong in the family and that is one
of the reasons why I enjoy going there. It has a very warm atmosphere.

One time while | was at the Yotakuji I tried Zazen (sitting meditation).
But because it was my first time and I'm not used to sitting like that for a
long period of time I only did it for about 15 minutes. I also got hit on the
shoulder with a wooden stick, that didn’t hurt as much as it seems. I hope to
do Zazen again before I return to Australia.

[ have been at the temple for many special events. The first event at
the temple was the Yotakuji's festival (mochimaki). This festival was in
March and a very intersting festival. The next event that [ was there for was
Obon. This was a-very interesting time as I learned more about Japanese
culture. The main festival that [ was there for was the opening of Kannonsama.
Also opposite the temple is beautiful
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‘DB EVbLEEALCOLS LT Kol EpgL oD Mayandme
T o s S oo Zg iR 7 FF E} iile at the Yotakuji I have lear-
o = s ig E% 5 r.af: 5 <8 T %'94 i X 6 9 % e % ned a lot about Buddism and the history
=% ¢ "L H X om@mA 3 75 v % L dtb {”_t | of the temple. The temple dates back 600
;h; 0) ;. G & v —, T L -g; Al /f’ 5, ol “?I' S years.
72‘ ) L oA g e gE 't_(: i F e < 94 7 I =4 I know when I do return to Australia I
S WS hSEeERE B Y T . E - FE Y = B will dearly miss the Yotakuji and everyone
DA LELEWwWIY "ol 7 m®m B2 5 }??25‘
5 o} i SEriel S PEE bk o B - = there. If I could, [ would stay there forever.
o % ;’1)_ t‘; fE ;f'JL ?ﬁ ) g E » l:{ ;;; i‘ 1 ~ 24 E _E % é%a l? \\'als ntlu \J\'I:iil.vn i-\\'h.\' ll; lt llhru.t \\'h:lI
M TR &L= L pe o FH T O you love something so much it has to be
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Forgive Forgave Forgotten*?

Hokusetsu Sanda Senior High School
1st Grade Miss Kumiko Mizumoto

Yes, it was about six years ago. | was around ten years old and was living
in the Unitegl States. | had a friend named Amy. She was a very bright girl and
we were close friends. | said her name was Amy, but actually it was her nickname.
She was a Chinese girl, and her real name was hard to remember and pronounce.

One summer day, [ went to her house for the first time. when we were
swimming in the pool, her grandfather came. He looked at me as if he was remem-
bering his old days. Amy's grandfather - with a very nice peacemaker's smile -
came up to me and started talking to me. “You know, I can speak Japanese.”

[ froze. But Amy was delighted and said, "Oh really, Please say something
in Japanese.” So her grandfather asked me something in Japanese. I don't remem-
ber what he asked me, but I remember answering “Yes” in Japanese. After that,
Amy asked what we had been talking about. But my mind was far away.

Elementary schools don't teach students about the Second World War so
much. However, 1 was very interested in it, so I read many books about it. I read
those books as if | was reading a story, because it was difficult for me to relate
to the war. Of course I did feel that it was very cruel. But those things all happened
long ago. It was all finished before I was but I never felt guilty. Why should I
have to apologize? I didn't do anything. It was all done by adults.

But standing in front of Amy’'s grandfather, [ was very frightened. I thought
Japanese by a strict soldier at school? Or was he taken to Japan against his will?
Anyway he must be angry. He must hate Japanese. I was very very frightened.
“Because

Then I heard Amy ask her grandfather, “How can you speak Japanese?”

I have been to Japan. I used to work there building bridges. " He looked at me,
but he didn't seem angry at all.

Then I noticed something strange. Even his grandchild Amy hadn’t known
the reasons why he could speak Japanese. For the first time, I was very ashamed.
I was ashamed of being Japanese. We Japanese did awful, cruel things, but this
old man, who was a victim, treated me in a very natural and relaxed way, even
though he knew I was Japanese. I never felt this miserable.

Probably he thought I wouldn’t know or understand anything that Japan
had done, for I was too young. But I think he wanted me to remember, because he
looked straight into my eyes. He wanted me to remember what he said, and to keep
this knowledge for the future to understand that people who were once enemies
could become friends.

All over the world today, there are still many people who are fighting
against each other, Because they are not brave enough to forgive one another. |
know it is not easy to forgive someone who did you wrong, but this old man did.
He forgave Japan for taking away his youth. He let me be friends with Amy. This
has a very significant meaning. Because I met Amy and her grandfather, I would
be against any war between China and Japan, not just because war leaves only
bad things.

If there's someone you like in a hostile country, you won’t be able to fight.
It's important for one country and another to be allies. But it's more important
for people to be friends. And for the people who are fighting now, you have to
forgive, like Amy's grandfather forgave, but you shouldn't forget the mistakes. Then
the future will be brighter for everyone.
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