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I can not refrain from explaining to you how | came in touch with the beautiful and
creative town of Sanda. I had not been in Japan for a long time when [ decided to
visit an important company, NITHON MEDIPHYSICS, which bought two sophisticated
machines, CYCLOTRONS, in BELGIUM in order to produce isotopes to help
medical diagnosis. I didn't know at that time where this company was located. I thought
me to visit it as here in KANSAI Belgium has an
which dosen’t completely

i.e.

it would be very important for
image of diamond polishers, chocolate and beer makers,
fit with what we actually are.

Belgium is and has been for centuries a nation of engineers. To change
impression, I would like you to remind that BELGIUM is the nation that exports the
most per capita in the world. For every Belgian, exports amount to 1,247,505 yen

your

worth a year. | give you a comparison, the same amount for every Japanese comes
349 700 yen a year, which means 3.57 times less. Belgian exports represent
product. For your reference, the same ratio, e.g.

for JAPAN, 20% for FRANCE, GREAT BRITAIN
former Federal Republic of Germany.

to about
62 % of our gross
exports to GNP, comes to 14 %
and ITALY, and 30% for the

we are perhaps the most export-oriented economy in the world.

national

It shows that

Furthermore, the enterprises in the metal manufacturing, mechanical, electrical,
electronic and plastic processing sectors account for 29% of the total Belgian added
value, 34% of the employment, 20% of the investments and 37 % of Belgian exports.
Industry could be considered the backbone of the Belgian economy.

You can therefor understand why I was so interested in visiting SANDA,
where the real profile of my country as an advanced industrial nation is exemplified.
I left it to my staff to organize the visit. The day when I went there brought me a
totally unexpected experience. My car first drove a very long tunnel and then came
out in an entirely different environment blessed with nature and open scenery. |1
After a rather short drive we came to an industrial zone,

easily

was breathing again.
where, for the first time in JAPAN, I could appreciate a balance between nature and
industry, nature and human That is the reason why [ wanted to learn
more about the city of SANDA and that is also how I came to realize how active and
innovative the city is in promoting and developing itself as an alternative to the
overcrowded area around the cities of OSAKA, KOBE and KYOTO.

activity.

[ think that there are many common points between SANDA and BELGIUM :

- these two places try to strike a balance between development and quality of life,

- these two places are not extremely famous yet they both are very active and open.
People are surprised and impressed when they discover them.

My trip to SANDA, which was one of the first [ did out of the bustling places along
the sea, has been a very important one, as | came in contact with a facet of JAPAN
that I appreciate very much : the Japan of the post-industrial era, aware of the
importance of the environment and aiming at improving the quality of life.
Japan sometimes proves difficult for Europeans when it comes to space. I recently
read that we are accustomed to enjoying about 12 times more space in our daily life.
As a result, when we come to JAPAN, we easily get a kind of feeling as if we could
all The relationship people
element of cultures. When | walk in European cities, although they are very busy,
my

be squeezed the time. have with space is a basic

arms in all directions without touching anyone,
being at armlength, about without being
afraid of bumping into someone. In JAPAN, There is always somebody next to you

I most of the time extend my

personal space clear and I can move

and you have to cope with a possible disruption of your immediate surrounding

personal space by them.
Maybe in SANDA the relationship with space is changing to such an extent that
Europeans have the unfamiliar feeling of being more at home
citizens of SANDA have the
happy with kind
Along the lines of these questions,

My question would
if,

characterizes

same and whether as

the
sharing of the

be whether the
JAPANESE,
Japanese way of life.
think

us to understand more about each others experience.

feeling,

they are the of closeness that

and the
a kind of more personal exchange happen that may

answers, | may

Let us keep in touch.

GAMBATTE KUDASAI
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A SCOTSMAN IN SANDA Euan Norris &

1
Greetings people of Sanda! My name is Euan Norris and I am an assistant language teacher — r4 * I ' ZAJ

at Hokusetsu Sanda Senior High School. I came to live in Sanda just over a year ago. My

home country is Scotland, which is part of The United Kingdom. I'd like to tell you a bit A LooEE ==

about where ['m from so vou can see what's similar, and what's different to life here. - D — ’
c = M

My town is called Wigtown and it's in the south-west corner of Scotland. Wigtown is set a

in the countryside, surrounded by fields, woods and rolling hills. This may surprise you,
but Japan is not the only country that has four seasons! The countryside in my area

changes greatly throughout tf.le vear. It's really prett_\.' a_nci. if vou enjoy the outdoor life, <, RN e A by Y s g ; X E :ﬂ:’: i = -H g'! ok
there are plenty of opportunities for walking, cycling, fishing, golf and so on. E ST v L lw | O eas S0E L E
. FiBruBETEocBo BB EAL

The climate in my part of Scotland is mild - not too hot in summer and not too cold T FEsre R g n Bo¥ b W R e Lo H [
in winter. That may sound perfect but, unfortunately it rains all year round. But at w A BT N N “w i B E "t D7 5
least the rain in summer is warm! -2 R B LS ™S W A Z FE § ho-
s T ﬁfﬂﬂgjﬁﬁ<jﬁp3y§}i:’g§§¢g

There is a great feeling of space in my area - even the towns are small (mine has a s i ]1 - E 7 2 % T D 1 ﬁ R
population of only 1,000 people) . The biggest town in my area is 100km away and even L_ = t, = L S ’6_ a4 2 2 H 2 _]: o ﬁ i; & X
it has a population of only 50,000 people. S / EE ?‘ gb— r v 8 T Zg ‘é z ‘{i?. ig i/f z 1 ? [
oo 3 £ e €

Unlike Sanda, which is developing at an incredible pace (every day it seems building ;{ ;.I_]_ ‘i, |€ 2 'j‘(‘ 0%) Z E%‘ E 5 F b ?E'. g g, Ll ﬁ: é
work starts on another piece of land), my area of Scotland is in steady decline. In days x é ,3 ) [;:I 3 it F 1z 63 an ,.}'.' N ‘7 SO
gone by, many people worked in farming or related industries but, with changed L s R e O | f T E a2 # R 2 e Ik ¥
farming methods and economic problems, there are fewer jobs available these D 2T ‘t Bz He ;C, & = ;—L | E &k }L' E ]
days. As a result most young people feel forced to move away to pursue a career. B a4 S b iR Z% f‘- = iy i ¥l
One of the reasons I like living in Sanda is the feeling of optimism and the way ] e ) A 1 = 0wt 7 S A

people who live here speak positively about the town - as though they are really proud
to live here. That's not always the case with the people in Wigtown!

[ think the people of Sanda are pretty lucky. The town A K # f fﬁ 2 :__ — g &
doesn't feel stressful or claustrophobic like Osaka or other The United Kingdom %?{% ;L ‘g, A % ; %‘i '? _j_j =
““ig cities, but it dosen’t feel isolated either and, if you B'd % - % 4> % A TRl
want to go to the metropolis, it's never more than an hour L. o ) # a h ‘D By F i k 4
by train. Just make sure you don't fall asleep on the train | Wigtown & TR TR R o R el g = _t
when coming back home-or you might be spending the i L et i ﬁ # o aE W e RTC Y 7
night in Fukuchiyama! i ~ ]:’ ;Jé % ‘/}: % ‘Eﬁ i ‘];: :/
There's plenty more I could say but not enough room. = ; b T o L i lr
So, if vou see a handsome Scotsman and would like to A * :1 {ﬁ 3‘52 !i i ] 3 ‘{: 5]
have a chat, just say hello! Maybe ke'll invite you to drink J{% K N J% 3: & ﬁ; 23 D gj
;(t ‘g]as‘s. 0{ "usiji,fhe butlm ‘\\'hich means water of life” - }w’\‘ ? ;’5;- i ,? I?TT—. _.; ;-\ i%% 3
some people say ~whisky !). % @ % % ,‘;é_ ‘g 1% -.; ﬁ; ‘;: %
_— wy W ~ ~ EoR D i . !—Z
SHOAOvIYIY APUp AR 2 F ROl *< I HBE T
cTHELSTBH 2L
SHOME EAZAILBIE  BUZAT Y - Y REV0ET, BERIEE= Eixarnity s v °
HER CHIEHEEWEL LTV i, R, BEORAI Y I F2b b ) Eex 95 A e SuE B
L AEHT SR E L7, RO owTALBELE L s 5. SHEBT Thp SBEA] S
WEHibdH D ETL. EREIFLHN FT 4 P2 WEI LR
ii(/)ﬂlT;tf‘}’/7’5’#/1‘“*‘;?{&‘ LAy bF o KO MG ﬁiﬁ,‘tm;{’f L i AR
R, A7l HZREICHEIFNZHASZHN T, B s LERHAD, UFEHFHLEID
|i735~7’ FTiEd b 1&/»_ 0 BT (2 PUZE4fT 4 D% fLﬁ:RLi%'CUL, h"{,,ﬂabu HTY+. % & R ¥y kB A
R A4z 7, S0, TN THEDOT Y P FTEELDICEHTFOSFTTT . Hligg 4 4 T g [Tl 9t
— ATy FTr FOROANSH 2 —HORBILTHELHT, BREAILE(ELELEVL, £ e X LD SEE RSN LI
NESLENELTIRHD THA, EVATHLALVE I IZMIZ I, RELZ L —# 4 £33 2408820 %27 4
CTHARRY 2. EHEOWMASEAVOIENTTAL tt, i 3 2 L E {A‘; ok * B &2 9
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100kn b BENL TV 225, ik & LAMABRAOS 2 VOETT TL2E narcErEsr |
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