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Face in the Crow

Ken Shimabuku

What has black hair, yellow skin, looks Japanese, and speaks English? I'm sure your first answer isn't “an American.” But,
the answer is just that. My name is Ken Masa Shimabuku and [ am an American. | am a forth generation Japanese-American
born and raised in the state of California. [ came to Japan in the summer of 1995 on the JET (Japanese Exchange and Teaching)
Program as an assistant language teacher (ALT) at Arima Senior High School in Sanda. It has been just about two vears that
| have been living here and 1 would like to relate some of my experiences during my stay in Sanda and Japan.

First, I'd like to make clear just what “Japanese-American” means. It is basically very simple. A “Japanese-American” is
one whose ethnicity and heritage is Japanese, but who is born and raised in America. Thus. they are citizens of the United States.
So, even though I may look “very Japanese,” [ grew up as an “American boy” learning the history. culture, and values of
America.

For many Japanese, this concept is very hard to understand. Of course, the Japanese image of the “typical American” is one
who has blonde hair, blue eyes, and white skin. The images portrayed in the Hollywood movies and television programs are in-
stilled in the Japanese mind. So, it is very often that many Japanese people say to me.

You're American??? But, vou look so

Japanese. Is your father or mother American?” But, what the Japanese fail to realize is that America is a place where a wide :

variety of ethnicity's makes up what we call “America.” AEEERDEEES
There is no true “American” in the sense of ethnicity (besides that of the Native American Indian) . America is a country f
forged and created by the people of many lands who have contributed to it's making. Thus, we have not only “Japanese-Ameri- J % b\ lj l;
can,” but also such groups as “Irish-American, Chinese-American,” and so forth. America has often been described as the
“Melting pot” where a different mixture of peoples has been blended together to form the American psyche. Ve

aforementioned stereotype of an “American” still remains in Japan. ;
So how does a person who looks Japanese. but has a “foreign way of thinking.” live his life in Japan? Of course, the SUEEERALT - IXT0

; e 5 . 3 . S » >
However. | would rather compare America to a ~salad bowl » a place where different people are combined to form a = l " %
delightful mixture, but whose unique flavor can still can be singled out and each individual taste identified. However, the —

“typical foreigner” will face situations due to physical differences. ; - AP R e B, e o
They will get the usual stares while riding on the trains  the occasional “ gaijin " said around them, and so B Eapl. BARACRADITEEELFEL TV L2030F
forth. But. what about me? I can live almost invisibly amongst the Japanese community. right? Well, for the most LDIEA9H?

part, this has been true and in many cases, very convenient. Idon't “stick out” like my blonde hair counter-
parts. However, in other ways, looking Japanese but not being a “true Japanese” has sometimes proven to be a
very frustrating and embarrassing situation.  Although I have learned to speak some Japanese during my stay ¢ Fiz [7AVAAN]l 2OT,

in Japan, it is still at a very elementary level. And my knowledge of written of Kanji is even woese. L OROBEINRY Y =W VT ITTANVAATY, £Fh LbEBLA

So, even a simple task such as going to a restaurant or store can be a very embarrassing and frustrating s -
; ‘ - V=T THA4 I ! > " E3
experience. Of course when people look at my face, they automatically think that [ am Japanese. 7 %7 MTHAR4EDT XY HATT, RLI19954 B, SHEIH FHIF

B¢ AEZIZ[TAVHA] TiEGWTLEY, LAL, HRi

However, I must often say that I can’t read the menu or that [ don’t understand Japanese very well. ¥ (JETIuZXsa) £XEL, =HHHO R A B SR OSHERREE T
At times | may say something in Japanese that may sound strange to a native Japanese speaker. O (ALT)#LTwES, b6z LIickoT Bt LaERELEIELT

So, it is very often that I get a strange reaction from the Japanese. They must be thinking to

VwETH, FOMO=ELHEATOBRE S LB wEBnET, 9. [HA

themselves . “What is wrong with this guy? Is he stupid or what?" What they don't realize
is that T am a foreigner in a foreign land and therefore they have much higher expectations for AT AYAN] ERATL LI P EAMIZIZE LMD TT, [HRT AV AAL
me than the “typical foreigner.” In such cases [ wish that ] had the stereotypical appearance ) LIIRE. (EHMICZAEATHITNRETAY S TEINEF-ADZ ETT, TF

of a foreigner. [ think it would just make things more convenient. . ..or would it?

So it has now been about two years that I have been livingin Sanda. Often people will 7 BHHELIRT A ) AEREOERLDOTT, ZPLFARAATARANCLARA LTS
ask me ; “Have you gotten over the “culture shock” of living in Japan?” But what is OTTAYVAOBE L LTRE D, TAYAOBEE, (b, £ L Cl#EREFEAZOTY,
“Culture Shock” anyway? It can be said that when we move into a new culture, we ' HAAD L ALAEELIZC W [TAVAA] LIS TBHLLELE Y, £8T
carry aload of “cultural baggage” with us. The values, assumptions and beliefs .‘ . B .
that our own culture and experiences have instilled in us. 2 FUHZLAAAEWI O, BRAD > TOWLRBM LT A ) AANRTELZVTL L)%,
So of course when I first arrived in Sanda, [ immediately noticed the various oz ey FRES T L EFATHEIN TV AL A= VR AOPIRFV TV LN 67IL

differences from that of my hometown of Los Angeles. But what was once the By, 206, Bz [TAVIATT-T? BEAALA BREADBREANT AU A
F ixy o /< ~ H - o

initial “ shock " has now subsided and | have learned to appreciate the

differences of a new culture and lifestyle. So what made this transition AeD? | Lhll{Ebhi{, BLaRENRI-TT AU ALV Ex{EoTwAhALtWwH) T L H
so easv for me? I can honestly say that it is due to the people that [ have BLTwAH j_gj\ﬁiy&b\a)-@u;;-p;jxt‘Eg‘“ﬁ—g-o b, TAVA A FA T 2BVWTIET A
met and worked with. The people of this city have been so kind and : N g N3 7 s sty LB 3h e BT I A 3 < . . X
patient and have made Sanda like a second home for me. ; JANEW) RIRIRSH Y 2 “‘VCD T, e edin LR NENNEEDE TR ENT A 1A TYH
| feel comfortable here. I have learned so much more through fob, BHRTAVAAEALLIIETALT Y FET AV AALVWAEL, HEFRT 2 VAALWADTY, T A
direct contact with people than I could have learned from any book. / AL [ANMFa v FEY ] 25D BB AADRENEoT—20T AN OEREE->TWD ES

What | have come to realize is that although there are differe- % % B :
N P 5 ¥ R— b - £ l§ : -l T 3 3 ;
nces in culture and appearance between Japan and America, NETH. BREOLAH I FF—n itz BuEd, 220, B3 A4—#IZE-TEWVWEY, £

one thing remains a constant : people. We all have our own ZEROBMEEAETSL, ElSL o ALBEOLNTVWLLERIOTY, LIAVARTIIELEE THEMHT A A

ideas, opinions, and dreams and that is the same whatever 7 A EVWSEZ DL T,

country we may go. o g R L . N . o ol _

CIEERMCIEZ 2N Y [HEAOELY] 287 HRT AV AANFHBETEDLHIIATLTWAER-T? 5

; 2A THEGLAEAN] oA E EORVALEBEIIENIEA LA LARLATHAEYOFEC [PV LA] ITEDY
fOANBREORRICH DT I EIZEATLLE ), HhELRIREVIL? BERAHEOLITRIBEALBELZ AT
EBDOTT, 12V, 2VWTVWEITT, ZL{OBEINEIERYTL THIFRELDOTY, FLZBICVEEROBED L 51243,
By woTd,

L LZzds, &) ERCTHFAL

B2 7T [RLOAKA] THOZ L CHRIZEFEEICIFATILANVRTPLOZENHNET,
HAZWAR, 2 LIZEEREIGEED &
H

7&\

HIEERL T LA FRLAVIITELRVL, ROFTLZETOMEILE - LEVWDOTT,
EOOLART v RBIEILITFC LI MEL I L TEARTALELWILBERLELZI DD ) 3. YK, HANIROBELZ RS EH
KRIcEOZ L FAFEALZLEREVWEST, LoL, fd Za—AFEOEVENHBEREF L (PO L EShARTNERL LW LN
ECHTH, e, BRACE S THRICHIAAAFETMAEFELTELbLATEA, 956 H A A A & A BGR  BUE % 50T
B ENEECEEIHLOTT, EHRLOPT [ZVwoELEAbe IAR? BEL, olziPhA ? ] H5REFREICED
HREIATHS EH LT TARMARA] LVRCLIVELOHFLZLTLEIDOTY, TALKED ) SNHBEAOHRZZ 272600 D
s bBOEE, MEIL - LIFREILADII b WRESEENESHD D
SHICBEATS 2N T4, T (BRRIICIIZREIT, THRIZEATILVFY—
Sayv s RERLELEN?| LCATHAFY—ay 2 ERMESS ? HLVWILE
RV EDE [AF0oTbd MEA—F] HbAbZLizka b bhid, oL w
3o fEE. i, 40 T ERBRIIL-oTHS2bOHRIILAKRT EN/ LT
T, bLAASHIIHD TRALEAECCROEBTH L2002 V2 LR EOA EWIC
HoOXF L1, OO s v 2 35 REEHFLOULLEESHOEVETELDL LH LD
3 L7, BAFALICHECE L TV oDl L BT 2 FEICE > T—H#HIC
B e ) LEANEOBELZOTT., COHONEREFICRYUTEEC=HESE
COEEOL AL TLNDTT, TS EETAISFESL VERALOMALE
o WEBLTENS DI AT L, BROMBICEEMICSREMIZL ECAFH LT
ARFTABICT OKLEBHBED YR L) BRCIERFAL T, BbMTROEAT-> T HZNZhOBECERCH
Ao TBN FREHRLETHE LI T EELBWET,
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Nothing beats a big glass of beer in summer.
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| don't feel like doing anything

I'm sensitive to the heat.
And | am losing weight.
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