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Jamaica !

Jamaica is a small island located in the Caribbean. We have a tropical climate and it
is warm all year round. Jamaica is made up of fourteen parishes- (these are like pre-
fectures in Japan). Each parish has its own capital. Our main city is Kingston, we
have a second city called Montego Bay. Jamaica is a tourist destination, so we have a
lot of foreigners visiting our country. There are three main Tourist Destinations
which are-Negril, Montego Bay and Ocho Rios. We have many beaches; the longest
beach is situated in Negril which is 11km long. Tourists visit Jamaica for its beauty
and the culture.

Jamaica is a Christian country. Our language is English. In Jamaica we also speak a
dialect, it is called Patois (it is the same as Kansai Dialect- a form of Japanese)
.Patois is broken English. I will give a few examples:

English Patois
I do not know. Mi nuh know.
Where are you? Whe u deh?

Hello/What's up?
It's ok.
What's wrong?

Wha a gwaan?
Everyting irie.
Wha wrong wid u?

Patois is spoken among friends in Jamaica and is commonly used. Tourists like it
very much and love to hear it when they visit.

My country is made up of different people, there are Indians, Whites and Blacks and
mixed people (for example Black and Indian).Our motto is “Out of Many One People”
This means that there are many different people in Jamaica but we are all One.

Our National Dish is Ackee and Saltfish- Ackee is a type of fruit. It is very famous,
we are also known for our Jerk Chicken (specially grilled with Jamaican spices). We
eat many different things such as fish, pork, beef and rice. We export Ackee and
sugar and coffee. Our coffee is Blue Mountain Coffee, it is widely known. Japan im-
ports 80% of our coffee.

The most distinct part of our culture is our music. Our music is called Reggae and
Dancehall. We have many Reggae and Dancehall artists. The most famous ones are,
the legendary icon Bob Marley, Sean Paul and Elephant Man.
beat of Jamaica.

Music is the heart

Jamaica's school system is different from Japan's.Students can leave school at 16 years
old and go to work if they are not interested in university. Students who are in-
terested in university continue for two more years (university preparation) and then
go on to university for 3 years. Students are also different in Jamaica. Our students
are the opposite of Japanese students. They are very talkative and we have to get
them to be quiet while here, students are very quiet and shy and we have to get
them to speak more.

There are more differences between Jamaica and Japan. There are no trains in
Jamaica. There are more holidays in my country; we observe Christian holidays such
as Easter and Christmas. Holidays in Jamaica means a Day-Off from work for every-
one so all stores are closed in Jamaica on holidays. Weekends also means rest from
work so people do not work on weekends like in Japan, students do not go to school
on Saturday or Sunday.

I decided to come to Japan because of my interest in the culture. In Jamaica I had
always heard of Japan’'s different culture and I met a Japanese who told me a lot
about Japan and so I became more interested to visit to see and learn more about it.
In addition, I believe in new experiences and being aware of other cultures and inter-
nalization.

To the people of Sanda, I just want to say that I am very happy to be here and I
love your town. The ones I have met have been so polite and helpful to me when I
have no clue what something is saying or how to ask for something, buying a ticket,
getting lost! Everywhere- at the train station, in the supermarket, at the library, I
have experienced your kindness and warmth. I just want to say a BIG thank you to
everyone! You have made my settling in so much more enjoyable. Thanks again. To
those I have not met, I look forward to meeting the rest of you during my time here.
Please do not hesitate to greet or speak to me when you see me anywhere. I love
your city and I hope to be friends with more of you in the future.

Dozo Yoroshiku onegaishimasu
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