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It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the
Sanda International Association on its 15th
Anniversary.

The Blue Mountains and Sanda City have
experienced many wonderful exchanges
during this time and lasting friendships
between the citizens of Sanda and the Blue
Mountains have been formed.

During my visit in 2003 with a delegation from
the Blue Mountains I was very impressed with
your beautiful city and surrounding area and
the welcome given to us by Mayor Yoshihiro
Okada, Sanda International Association and the
citizens of Sanda.

Over the past fifteen years citizens from both
cities have enjoyed sharing each other's
cultures by way of student exchange, sporting,
choral, scouts, kendo, garden club visits and
many other activities. The highlight for all
visitors to Sanda is the wonderful hospitality
shown to them by their host families and we
thank the Sanda International Association for
organising this for our visitors to Sanda.

We were very proud to make Shinji Toshita
an Honorary Citizen of the Blue Mountains for
his continued support to the Sister Cities
Program as Mayor and Chairperson of the
Sanda International Association.

I believe that, with the support of the Sanda
International Association, the Blue Mountains
Sister Cities Committee and our civic leaders,
the friendships and exchanges between our
citizens will continue to grow for many years
to come.

On behalf of all the citizens of the Blue
Mountains—thank you for the memories and
friendship.
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Perry D.Huston, Chairman Kittitas County Board of County Commissioners

It is with great honor and pleasure that 1
offer these words to my friends in Sanda City.

As we approach the 15th anniversary of our
Sister City relationship I want to congratulate
Mayor Yosihiro Okada and his staff who have
worked hard to promote our relationship and
make it a tremendous success. As well T offer
my thanks to the citizens of Sanda who have
opened their city and homes to us and
congratulate you on selecting the effective
leadership that helps you make Sanda a
wonderful city.

As T look back fifteen years I see the way our
relationship has grown and the many things I
have learned from my friends in Sanda. Our
exchanges have taught me of the way you
conduct vyour lives with dignity and
dedication. I have enjoyed the hospitality of
your homes, your pride in your families, your
sense of humor, and the sincere manner in
which you strive to learn more about us. As
I have always said, our differences make us
stronger but it is the many things we have in
common that makes us friends and forms the
powerful force that keeps us together.

The many events we plan will keep our Sister
City relationship growing. I look forward to
our next visit to Sanda City and I hope I can
offer the hospitality of Kittitas County to the
citizens of Sanda City someday soon.
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